[Visuoverbal disconnection (optical aphasia) for objects, pictures, colors and faces with abstractive alexia].
The case is reported of a patient who, after a left occipital infarction, presented a deficit in naming visually presented objects with neither aphasia, nor perturbation in the perceptive and associative processing of visual informations. This visuo-verbal disconnection was accompanied by disturbance of the semantic function when this was explored via the visual channel. In addition the patient showed an alexia which could be described as an abstraction defect. Finally, the patient showed a deficit in naming colors and faces, without evidence for agnosia. This observation argues in favor of maintaining a distinction between visual associative agnosia and optic aphasia. It also demonstrates that the naming deficit implies a deficit in extracting semantic values from visual informations such as objects or graphic symbols.